Pulmonary function in a typical case of Pickwickian syndrome.
Pulmonary function was studied in a patient with Pickwickian syndrome, before and after a weight reduction of 160 kg which was brought about by jejunoileal bypass surgery. After weight reduction, there was an increase in alveolar ventilation, lung volumes and respiratory flow rates. Arterial blood oxygen tension, arterial oxygen saturation, arterial carbon dioxide tension and pH also showed a significant improvement towards normal. These findings indicate that reduction of body weight is beneficial for Pickwickian syndrome patients. The improvement of pulmonary function was probably due to the improvement of the patient's respiratory mechanics.